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that he greatly aggrandized the house of
Colonna, Papal families were now to play
their splendid, but too often disastrous and
even criminal part, on the Roman stage,
in presence of a scandalized world. It has
been fairly argued that by promoting his
kinsfolk the Pontiff made sure of ministers
on whom he could rely, and that nepotism
helped him to keep in check the Roman
Patricians, most insolent and lawless of
their kind. The story, however, may be
allowed to preach its own moral, both good
and bad. There was little need to exalt
the Colonna, whose cup of wickedness had
not yet been filled to the brim.

Reluctantly enough, Martin V., who had
reconciled Aragon and so cleared away the
last remnants of schism, allowed the promised
Council to meet at Basle. Cardinal Cesarini,
learned and high-minded, was to preside over
its discussions Eugenius IV. succeeded
Martin, being a Venetian, a friar of St. Francis,
a strict and saintly man, but no politician.
The Council opened July 23, 1431. In
December, Eugenius dissolved it But this
democratic meeting, where bishops found
themselves jostled, says JSneas Sylvias,
by cooks and stable-boys, renewed